
October 19, 2021 

President Joseph R. Biden, Jr. 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20500 

 

Dear President Biden, 

With our many constituents in the Orthodox Christian community across the country, we are 

looking forward to your welcome of His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew the 

last week of October, 2021.  We are hopeful that this trip to Washington, DC will be met in the 

extraordinary manner and appropriate protocol with which you hosted him as Vice President in 

2009.  This year marks the 30th Anniversary of his election as Ecumenical Patriarch.  As you 

know, an exceptional welcome is appropriate for the spiritual leader of the second largest 

Christian Church in the world and a person of his many valuable accomplishments. 

We appreciate the fact that His All Holiness, a world-leading advocate for interfaith dialogue and 

peace, was the first to motivate Muslim leaders to condemn the 9/11 attack on America as an 

anti-religious act.  We value his historic dialogue and prayer for peace with Pope Francis at the 

Church of the Holy Sepulcher in Jerusalem in 2014.  This brotherly gathering was with the 

Ecumenical Patriarchate and Pope who are viewed as the brother-Apostles Andrew and Peter’s 

269th and 265th direct successors, respectively.  We know that Peter began his Church and 

ministry in Rome and Andrew began his in what is today Turkey, the locale of His All Holiness’ 

headquarters and Ecumenical Patriarchate.   

We admire the high regard within which Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew is held as a 

preeminent international environmental leader, sometimes known as the “Green Patriarch.”  We 

are pleased that his recognitions include our Congress’ highest honor – the Congressional Gold 

Medal – which we understand you helped secure in 1997. 

This visit is an excellent opportunity for our Congress and your Executive Branch to follow in 

the Ecumenical Patriarch’s footsteps and demonstrate our mutual desire for the spirit of peace 

and cooperation. Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 

GREGORY W. MEEKS, NEW YORK 
CHAIRMAN 
 
 

 
SOPHIA A. LAFARGUE 
STAFF DIRECTOR 

 

 

One Hundred Seventeenth Congress 

U.S. House of Representatives 

Committee on Foreign Affairs 

2170 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

www.foreignaffairs.house.gov 

 

MICHAEL T. MCCAUL, TEXAS 

RANKING REPUBLICAN MEMBER 
 
 

 
BRENDAN P. SHIELDS  

REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR 

 



Sincerely, 

 

 

GREGORY W. MEEKS 

Chairman 

House Foreign Affairs Committee 

MICHAEL T. McCAUL 

Ranking Member 

House Foreign Affairs Committee 
 
 

Robert Aderholt 

Member of Congress 

Pete Aguilar 

Member of Congress 

Mark Amodei 

Member of Congress 

Jake Auchincloss 

Member of Congress 

Karen Bass 

Member of Congress 

Don Beyer 

Member of Congress 

Stephanie Bice 

Member of Congress 

Gus Bilirakis 

Member of Congress 

Earl Blumenauer 

Member of Congress 

Lisa Blunt Rochester 

Member of Congress 

Brendan Boyle 

Member of Congress 

Anthony G. Brown 

Member of Congress 

Julia Brownley 

Member of Congress 

Tim Burchett 

Member of Congress 

Cheri Bustos 

Member of Congress 

Ken Calvert 

Member of Congress 

André Carson 

Member of Congress 

Buddy Carter 

Member of Congress 

Troy Carter 

Member of Congress 

Matt Cartwright 

Member of Congress 

Joaquin Castro 

Member of Congress 

Steve Chabot 

Member of Congress 

Liz Cheney 

Member of Congress 

Judy Chu 

Member of Congress 

David Cicilline 

Member of Congress 

Katherine Clark 

Member of Congress 

Michael Cloud 

Member of Congress 

Steve Cohen 

Member of Congress 

Jerry Connolly 

Member of Congress 

Jim Cooper 

Member of Congress 

Jim Costa 

Member of Congress 

Joe Courtney 

Member of Congress 

Dan Crenshaw 

Member of Congress 

Charlie Crist 

Member of Congress 

Danny Davis 

Member of Congress 

Madeleine Dean 

Member of Congress 

Peter DeFazio 

Member of Congress 

Rosa DeLauro 

Member of Congress 

Antonio Delgado 

Member of Congress 

Ted Deutch 

Member of Congress 

Mario Diaz-Balart 

Member of Congress 

Debbie Dingell 

Member of Congress 

Byron Donalds 

Member of Congress 

Mike Doyle 

Member of Congress 

Anna Eshoo 

Member of Congress 

Adriano Espaillat 

Member of Congress 

Dwight Evans 

Member of Congress 

Drew Ferguson 

Member of Congress 

Brian Fitzpatrick 

Member of Congress 

Chuck Fleischmann 

Member of Congress 

Jeff Fortenberry 

Member of Congress 

Bill Foster 

Member of Congress 



Ruben Gallego 

Member of Congress 

Andrew R. Garbarino 

Member of Congress 

Carlos A. Gimenez 

Member of Congress 

Anthony Gonzalez 

Member of Congress 

Josh Gottheimer 

Member of Congress 

Raul M. Grijalva 

Member of Congress 

Glenn Grothman 

Member of Congress 

Andy Harris 

Member of Congress 

Jahana Hayes 

Member of Congress 

Yvette Herrell 

Member of Congress 

Jody Hice 

Member of Congress 

Brian Higgins 

Member of Congress 

French Hill 

Member of Congress 

Jim Himes 

Member of Congress 

Ashley Hinson 

Member of Congress 

Steven Horsford 

Member of Congress 

Steny Hoyer 

Member of Congress 

Richard Hudson 

Member of Congress 

Darrell Issa 

Member of Congress 

Christopher Jacobs 

Member of Congress 

Sara Jacobs 

Member of Congress 

Hakeem Jeffries 

Member of Congress 

Bill Johnson 

Member of Congress 

Hank Johnson 

Member of Congress 

Mondaire Jones 

Member of Congress 

Kaialiʻi Kahele 

Member of Congress 

Marcy Kaptur 

Member of Congress 

John Katko 

Member of Congress 

Bill Keating 

Member of Congress 

Robin Kelly 

Member of Congress 

Ro Khanna 

Member of Congress 

Daniel Kildee 

Member of Congress 

Young Kim 

Member of Congress 

Raja Krishnamoorthi 

Member of Congress 

Annie Kuster 

Member of Congress 

Darin LaHood 

Member of Congress 

Doug Lamborn 

Member of Congress 

Jim Langevin 

Member of Congress 

Rick Larsen 

Member of Congress 

John Larson 

Member of Congress 

Barbara Lee 

Member of Congress 

Susie Lee 

Member of Congress 

Teresa Leger Fernández 

Member of Congress 
Andy Levin 

Member of Congress 

Mike Levin 

Member of Congress 

Ted Lieu 

Member of Congress 

Zoe Lofgren 

Member of Congress 

Alan Lowenthal 

Member of Congress 

Elaine Luria 

Member of Congress 

Stephen Lynch 

Member of Congress 

Tom Malinowski 

Member of Congress 

Nicole Malliotakis 

Member of Congress 

Carolyn Maloney 

Member of Congress 

Kathy Manning 

Member of Congress 

Doris Matsui 

Member of Congress 

Kevin McCarthy 

Member of Congress 

James McGovern 

Member of Congress 

David McKinley 

Member of Congress 

Sean Patrick Maloney 

Member of Congress 

Grace Meng 

Member of Congress 

Kweisi Mfume 

Member of Congress 

Carol Miller 

Member of Congress 

Seth Moulton 

Member of Congress 

Frank Mrvan 

Member of Congress 

Jerrold Nadler 

Member of Congress 

Richard Neal 

Member of Congress 

Eleanor Holmes Norton 

Member of Congress 

Alexandria Ocasio Cortez 

Member of Congress 

Burgess Owens 

Member of Congress 

Frank Pallone Jr. 

Member of Congress 

Jimmy Panetta 

Member of Congress 

Chris Pappas 

Member of Congress 



Bill Pascrell 

Member of Congress 

Donald M. Payne, Jr. 

Member of Congress 

Ayanna Pressley 

Member of Congress 

Mike Quigley 

Member of Congress 

Jamie Raskin 

Member of Congress 

Tom Reed 

Member of Congress 

Kathleen Rice 

Member of Congress 

Deborah Ross 

Member of Congress 

Lucille Roybal-Allard 

Member of Congress 

Dutch Ruppersberger 

Member of Congress 

Bobby Rush 

Member of Congress 

John Rutherford 

Member of Congress 

Tim Ryan 

Member of Congress 

Linda Sanchez 

Member of Congress 

Maria Elvira Salazar 

Member of Congress 

John Sarbanes 

Member of Congress 

Mary Gay Scanlon 

Member of Congress 

Steve Scalise 

Member of Congress 

Jan Schakowsky 

Member of Congress 

Adam Schiff 

Member of Congress 

Brad Schneider 

Member of Congress 

David Schweikert 

Member of Congress 

Bobby Scott 

Member of Congress 

Brad Sherman 

Member of Congress 

Albio Sires 

Member of Congress 

Elissa Slotkin 

Member of Congress 

Chris Smith 

Member of Congress 

Lloyd Smucker 

Member of Congress 

Darren Soto 

Member of Congress 

Victoria Spartz 

Member of Congress 

Jackie Speier 

Member of Congress 

Bryan Steil 

Member of Congress 

Gregory Steube 

Member of Congress 

Haley Stevens 

Member of Congress 

Chris Stewart 

Member of Congress 

Marilyn Strickland 

Member of Congress 

Thomas Suozzi 

Member of Congress 

Eric Swalwell 

Member of Congress 

William Timmons 

Member of Congress 

Dina Titus 

Member of Congress 

Norma Torres 

Member of Congress 

Ritchie Torres 

Member of Congress 

Lori Trahan 

Member of Congress 

David Trone 

Member of Congress 

Jeff Van Drew 

Member of Congress 

Tim Walberg 

Member of Congress 

Jackie Walorski 

Member of Congress 

Michael Waltz 

Member of Congress 

Debbie Wasserman Schultz 

Member of Congress 
Randy Weber 

Member of Congress 

Daniel Webster 

Member of Congress 

Peter Welch 

Member of Congress 

Jennifer Wexton 

Member of Congress 

Nikema Williams 

Member of Congress 

Rob Wittman 

Member of Congress 

Lee Zeldin 

Member of Congress 

 


